This picture of the Tonto Rim Cliff Dwellings shows how close the village space is to the top of the cliff. Some like Montezuma's Castle are in about the middle of a cliff face and many in the Mesa Verde area are almost to their canyon floors. After we left here, we drove down through Globe (near a huge mining area - mostly copper, but lead, silver and gold are also commercially extracted here). We go through the very tiny town of Claypool (do you suppose David, Mike, Jeff and etc. know they may have relatives here?). We continue on to the Casa Grande area. This is a large complex covering several acres. The natives of the era left remnants of many small villages, a ball court, evidence of irrigation canels and a huge gathering center that originally included a wall around several separate buildings and a large, many storied main building. Hundreds of years of weather have mostly destroyed the rock and mud construction, but it is amazing to imagine how huge it once was as you can see when Rick and I are near the base of one wall.
